
Happy February! I hope you all have 

recovered from Christmas and are en-

joying getting back into the rhythm of a 

normal (whatever that means) schedule.  

I wanted to remind you of our next 

program which is coming up quickly.  

On February 10th at 7pm we will be 

showing parts of films exploring the lives 

and works of Cesar Franck and Charles-

Marie Widor.  These are films for 

whose production we as a chapter have 

provided significant financial support, 

and it’s gratifying to see something well 

made in which we had a hand.  We ask 

that you bring a small dessert to share; 

drinks will be provided.  Please also, 

bring your old and unused music to the 

event.  There will be tables set up for 

you to browse through music to take 

home with you.  

As we look forward to a busy fall with 

some very exciting programs I would 

encourage you to look through your 

member directory and find someone to 

invite that you haven’t seen at a pro-

gram in a while.  We offer such a wide 

range of programs (from February’s very 
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Photo, by Joe Routon, of the 3-manual, 48-rank Reuter organ of First 

United Methodist Church in Johnson City, Tennessee.  For 8 years, Joe 

was music director of this church and his wife, Joyce Ann, was organist. 
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“...Our special event 

in March will be a 

recital by world-

acclaimed young 

organist Chelsea Chen 

at First United 

Methodist in 

Moorestown….” 

       Matters of Note  

Sub-Dean’s Report -- by David Rhody 
Since our holiday party at Bill 

Mitchell’s home in December 

was so successful, we are of-

fering another social time to-

gether.  On Friday, February 

10 at 7 pm,  we will  have  

Movie Night at Dean Rob 

Hobgood’s church parlor 

(note new venue: Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, 520 

Kings Highway South in  

Cherry Hill) featuring DVDs of 

Widor and Franck organs and 

performances, complete with 

refreshments. If you are able 

to bring a dessert, please let 

C a t h y  O ’ N e i l l  k n o w 

(cmo125@aol.com, 856-589-

0192), but come regardless 

and enjoy films and friends. 

Our special event in March 

will be a recital by world-

acclaimed young organist 

Chelsea Chen at Glenn Rod-

gers’ church, First United 

Methodist in Moorestown, on 

Sunday March 19 at 7 pm.  The 

day before, Saturday March 18 

at 10 am in the same location, 

Ms Chen will offer a Master 

Class for our chapter.  If you 

would like to perform a piece for 

the Master Class, please inform 

D a v e  R h o d y 

(drhody1@comcast.net or 856

-795-6735) as soon as possible.   

Hope to see you at all these 

events! 

Thank you, Karl Tricomi - Our new chapter historian! 

Cares and Concerns:  Gail Gassaway's husband Jay had some additional laser surgery that was successful 

and he is doing well.  Helen Taylor passed away on Monday, January 30.  She was under hospice care and sur-

rounded by her family.  She was an AAGO and will long be remembered for her outstanding contributions to 

her community.  (See Remembering Helen Taylor, page 4)  Her obituary states that, in lieu of flowers, her family 

asks donations be sent to our chapter.   

From the Hospitality Committee: Thank you to everyone who brought items for our luncheon after the 

great workshop with David Cherwien.   I also want to thank those to helped clean up after the event. I appre-

ciate everyone's efforts.  Our February event will be an evening outing. It is after dinner so those on planning 

to attend are asked to bring a dessert. I have some leftover beverages from the workshop so I will be bringing 

those.   Cathy   cmo125@aol.com, 856-589-0192 
 

Sunday, February 12 at 7 PM:   Pops Concert, First United Methodist Church, Moorestown, NJ. This 

light-hearted program of favorites, both sacred and secular, is sure to chase away the midwinter blues. Featur-

ing children, teens, adults, handbells, choir chimes and always a few surprises!  
 

Sunday, February 19 at 3PM:  The Monmouth Chapter of the American Guild of Organists presents 

A Choral and Organ Paperless Reading Session at The United Methodist Church of Red Bank 

247 Broad Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701.  Come sing through new choral music projected on a screen, 

watch new organ music projected on a screen as it is being performed on the 1975 Orgelbau Hradetzky organ.  

For information, contact:  Steven Russell – hemiola711@gmail.com , 732-939-1909,  

Director of Sacred Music, The Parish of St. Thomas More, http://moremercy.org/music.html  See poster, page 6 
 

Sunday, March 5 at 7:30 p.m:  Josh Melson - Organ Recital  at the First Presbyterian Church of 

Moorestown, NJ on their wonderful Marcussen organ.  Featuring works by Bach, Drischner, Mendelssohn, & 

Vierne.  The address is 101 Bridgeboro Road, Moorestown, NJ 08057 
 

Spinet piano in good condition - free to a good home.   It hasn’t been tuned in several years, but all the 

keys work nicely.   Owner will share  the expense for a professional piano mover.  Interested parties can 

email Tony at ajkillian@comcast.net or call 215-301-8902.  Folks are welcome to inspect it of course - The 

piano is  located in Washington Township.    ….continued on page 8 
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  Gallery: January Events 

Left, David Cherwien’s 1/21 

workshop, “Boosting Congre-

gational Singing.” 

Right, January Jumpstart 1/14 

at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian 

(continued on page 9) 
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  Remembering Helen Taylor -- by Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO 

S F O R Z A N D O  

Helen served as secretary of our chapter 

from 1984 to 1996, with dean Larry De-

Pasquale and co-deans Ethel and Norm 

Geist.  In addition to all the correspon-

dence and minute-taking, Helen frequently 

wrote articles for the monthly newsletter. 
 

She started playing the piano at age 8.  Her 

teacher was a singer and was friends with 

her parents.  She began studying violin in 

the 7th grade in public school in Owego, 

New York.  Then, an excellent organist, 

Harold Rivenborgh, moved to her home-

town.  He was organist at Owego Episco-

pal church.  With him, she alternated piano 

and organ lessons.  She worked hard and 

successfully auditioned for Juilliard, enter-

ing as a freshman in 1947 and studying 

organ with Lillian Carpenter.  She gradu-

ated in 1952 with a Bachelors degree in 

organ performance.  Robert Shaw and 

Elaine Brown were choral conductors at 

Juilliard when she sang in the choir.  She 

took some summer lessons with Alec Wy-

ton.  Lillian Carpenter encouraged her to 

join AGO, but there was no student chap-

ter at Juilliard at the time. 
 

Helen met her husband Robert Taylor 

while they were both students at Juilliard.  

Together, they started a Presbyterian 

intervarsity fellowship at school.  Helen 

became the organist at Owego Presbyte-

rian Church while still a student.  She had 

had about 3 weeks of organ lessons before 

they hired her.  She served at Chambers 

Memorial Baptist Church in East Haarlem 

when Bob was finishing his doctorate at 

Columbia.  Her next appointment came 

from Wadsworth Avenue Baptist Church 

on 180th street in NYC, where Helen and 

Bob were married on June 21, 1952.  They 

spent the first summer after their wedding 

living in a tent at a girls camp near Portland, 

ME.  Helen and Bob worked with archery and 

Helen played piano for the music programs 

there.  They moved to Lubbock, Texas and 

Helen served at the First Presbyterian church 

there.  She has a fond memory of Gerre Han-

cock subbing for her in Lubbock.  She also 

remembers having to play the Verdi Requiem 

on a quasi-theater organ.  It was part Estey 

and it had sticky pedals.  The organ tech had 

to come all the way from Oklahoma City.  At 

this point in the interview, Helen remarked, 

"After I leave, lots of churches improve their 

organs..." 
 

Bob got a position with the Buffalo Philhar-

monic and Helen played at Parkside Lutheran 

Church in Buffalo, NY - but only for a year.  

They moved to Oberlin, NY - Bob taught 

French horn and theory.  Helen had her third 

child and did not take the time to get a job 

there.   Helen next served a church in Lorain, 

OH, just about 15 minutes from Oberlin.  

She became an AAGO in 1960.  In January of 

1964 the Taylors moved to Glassboro.  

Helen served Clayton Presbyterian as organ-

ist for 6 years.  She then became organist at 

Pitman Presbyterian and served for 4 years, 

taking part in a significant organ rebuilding 

project there in the 1970s.  She moved on to 

Wenonah Presbyterian, where she became 

director of music, choir director and organ-

ist.  During her 21-year tenure there, she re-

started the Junior Choir, directed the bell 

choir and directed many children's musicals. 

Helen's many performances have included 

recitals in Lubbock Texas, at Texas All-State 

Music Festival and Deerfield Episcopal 

Church.  She was also on Glassboro State 

College's inaugural organ recital series, and 

she has performed works with the college 

community orchestra and accompanied sev-

eral Messiah performances. 
 

When asked how she juggled career and 

family, she said "When we were a young 

family, we moved alot and still managed to 

build careers and bring up children.  When 

the kids got older, we stayed in one place.  

There were many times when I was lucky to 

have subs when I needed them.  Also, we 

were lucky to have some good babysitters.  

We took the kids with us alot of places.  

Now I have 4 kids, 5 grandkids and 5 great-

grandkids." 
 

In a life devoted to music and family, there 

are bound to be great memories.  One of 

her favorite experiences was hearing Virgil 

Fox play "Songs My Mother Taught Me" in 

Riverside Church on Mother's Day.  One of 

the funny moments occurred when she 

played violin in the college - community or-

chestra.  Helen said:  "One night, the electri-

cal lines on stage started to ignite and my 

husband, the conductor, had to go over and 

stomp out the flame." 
 

Helen's accomplishments and initiatives have 

had lasting positive effects on our chapter 

and cultural community:  In 1978, Helen 

created and sponsored the first AGO stu-

dent group at Glassboro State College.  

Larry DePasquale remembers that in the 

spring of 1978 there were 10 or 12 organ 

majors at Glassboro State College.  Larry 

was the first student president and became 

dean of our chapter one year after he gradu-

ated. 
 

In 1988, Helen convened the scholarship 

committee of the Southwest Jersey Chapter 

and served as its first chairperson.  She no-

ticed the need, and followed up on an article 

she read in The American Organist maga-

zine. 
 

Helen had an amazing ability to carry on a 

complete conversation while playing.  This is 

mentioned in the song lyrics (below), written 

by my mother, Beverly Currier, to com-

memorate Helen's service at Pitman Presby-

terian.  Helen inspired many students over 

the years with her musical excellence, intelli-

gence, humor, personal integrity and ener-

getic faith.  I am so happy that I was one of 

those students. 
 

To the tune "Austria," by Franz Joseph Haydn: 

Glo-rious things of thee are spo-ken, Helen, 

queen of pipe and key 

You, whose beat can-not be bro-ken 

through whole con-ver-sa-tions free 

Now we ce-le-brate ta-lent am-pli-fied, 

honed by all those prac-tice hours 

We pro-claim what sure-ly will a-bide:   

"Mu-sic in your heart, and ours." 
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Matters of Note,  

continued from page 2 
Sunday, February 19 at 3PM:  Recital by chapter members 

Ruthann Arndt and Marilyn Rabbai, both students of Glenn 

Rodgers, at First United Methodist Church,  446 Camden Avenue 

Moorestown, NJ 08057. 

Ruthann Arndt is a native of Swedesboro, NJ 

where she raises sheep with her family.  She 

studied the piano for eleven years and began 

her organ studies two years ago as a recipi-

ent of our chapter scholarship. 

Ruthann teaches private piano lessons and 

plays the organ, piano and handbells in 

church.  She enjoys cooking, chorcheting, 

gardening, horseback riding, hiking, and trav-

eling. 

Marilyn Rabbai received a Master of Arts de-

gree in piano performance from The College 

of New Jersey.  In 2006, she was honored to 

be the recipient of a Gloucester County Out-

standing Teacher award for her work with 

middle school choirs and general music classes 

in the West Deptford, NJ school district.  Ms. 

Rabbai earned a Service Playing Certificate 

from the AGO in June 1988, and became a 

Colleague of the guild in June 2015.  Now 

retired from public school teaching, she 

serves as director of music/organist for the First Presbyterian Church 

of Pitman, NJ. 
 

Sunday, April 9 at 7PM:  The New Jersey MasterChorale, 

along with the Philadelphia Boys Choir and Members of the Philadel-

phia Orchestra and Friends, presents Maurice Duruflé's Requiem, W. 

A. Mozart's Regina Coeli (K. 247), and William P. Gorton's Te Deum 

in the sanctuary of Haddonfield United Methodist Church, 29 War-

wick Rd., Haddonfield. Free tickets may be obtained by calling the 

church office at 856-429-0403 one month before the concert. 

Sunday June 25 - Wednesday June 28 2017:  Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Convention.  If you register before April 1st, there will 

be discounted rates for two of the categories. The transportation 

package is a separate fee item and includes all bus transportation 

between the various Convention venues. Several meals are fully in-

cluded in the registration fee - three daily lunches (Monday through 

Wednesday), one breakfast (the Regional meeting on Tuesday), and 

one dinner (Wednesday). Here are the rates you will see on the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  p a g e  o f  t h e  w e b s i t e : 

P A G E  8  
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Base attendee rates: 

$315 before April 1st and $370 after March 31st 

Spouse / partner rates: $265 before April 1st and $320 after 

March 31st 

Student rate: $125  

Daily rate: $125 per day 

Transportation package: $60 for travel 

The registration process is also the place to make your choices about 

which workshops to attend for each block of classes. There are 18 

workshops being planned for 9 blocks of time – you will need to choose 

one in each block 

The entire registration function on the Convention website should be 

finalized and ready by the end of January.  http://2017.richmondago.org 

 

JOAN LIPPINCOTT TO BE HONORED AT AGO ENDOW-

MENT FUND DISTINGUISHED ARTIST AWARD RECITAL 

AND GALA BENEFIT RECEPTION IN PRINCETON 

Colleagues, Students, Loved Ones, and Friends from Across 

the Country Will Gather to Celebrate Her Lifetime Achieve-

ments at AGO Endowment Fund Benefit  See poster, page 9 

NEW YORK CITY — The American Guild of Organists (AGO) has 

selected internationally acclaimed organist and teacher JOAN LIPPIN-

COTT as the honoree for the 2017 AGO Endowment Fund Distin-

guished Artist Award Recital and Gala Benefit Reception on Friday, 

April 21, 2017, in Princeton, N.J. Complete information can be found 

online at Agohq.org/2017-gala.  

The celebration will begin at 7:00 p.m. at Princeton University Chapel, 

where the honoree, joined by organists Scott Dettra and Eric Plutz, will 

play a recital that is free and open to the public. A Gala Benefit Recep-

tion (advance tickets required) will follow at Prospect House, the pri-

vate dining club of Princeton University. 

Joan Lippincott has been acclaimed as one of America’s outstanding 

organ virtuosos. She is professor emerita of organ at Westminster 

Choir College of Rider University and was principal university organist 

at Princeton University from 1993 to 2000. Her many recordings on the 

Gothic label include music of Bach, Duruflé, Mozart, Mendelssohn, 

Widor, Alain, and Pinkham. Lippincott’s most recent CD is J.S. Bach: 

Orgelbüchlein, recorded on the Fritts organ at Princeton Theological 

Seminary.   

Gala sponsorship opportunities are available at the $10,000, $5,000, 

$2,500, and $1,000 levels. Full descriptions of sponsorship and benefits 

are available online at Agohq.org/2017-gala. 

Gala Benefit Reception Tickets are $150 (75% tax deductible, includes 

preferred seating at the recital) and can be purchased online at 

Agohq.org/2017-gala or by calling 212-870-2311, ext. 4308. Gala Benefit 

Reception ticket sponsors will have their names printed in the com-

memorative program book. The deadline to be included is March 31. 

Participate from a Distance by making a contribution to the AGO En-

dowment Fund in honor of Joan Lippincott. Contribute online at 

Agohq.org/2017-gala or by sending a check to: AGO Endowment Fund, 

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260, New York, NY 10115. Contributions 

received by March 31 will be reported in the commemorative program 

book. 

All proceeds from the Gala will honor Joan Lippincott in perpetuity 

through the AGO Endowment Fund. For further information, please call 

212-870-2311, ext. 4308, or e-mail gala@agohq.org.  

tel:(856)%20429-0403
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nf_vFP0j34MQXuJQPk-SVhPDYgm-KNrAAxsCstKSv9Zi67ucu4qO1gjIwvnRGWWpjjro_dgv_kcbI5wl7Jc-6YiS_OHgOQv6v0NSMrE6T2Vk3qxdZ3_lyPsFlTuvRUX4yW-oG5Q7Ai4uzshTQxC943lkziUsebUQ&c=rJTJTayLT5wntADUWbyqOuPa7Bd_BapbcKp0EtmGh8i5mL_Zf2cgJw==&ch=vimGV
mailto:gala@agohq.org
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  Gallery: January Events -- 

continued from page 3 
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Positions Available/Substitute List -- by Peter Homon 

Editor’s Note:  We are updating and hoping to expand our Substitute List.  If you are available to substitute, please contact 

Peter Homon, our Referral/Position Coordinator.  Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs 

to Peter at lapajar@yahoo.com or call 856-665-0149.   

 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Patricia Brady-Danzig 973-761-0041 (South Orange) pbradydan@erols.com  - organ/piano, cantor, choir director  

John Dow 856-327-1739 (Millville) jedowfam@aol.com   

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47@yahoo.com 

Nancy McLoud 856-667-6127 (Maple Shade) nairmc@verizon.net 

George Mitchell 856-795-0970 (Cherry Hill) babayaga430@verizon.com 

Irina Nenartovich, CAGO, SPC 856-321-3465 (Cherry Hill) knenartovich@hotmail.com 

Joanne Owen 856-769-3212 (Woodstown) lbjkowen1982@comcast.net 

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Patricia M. Fronczek,  856-397-2773 (Blackwood) theloveofsong@comcast.net  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com 

Lee F. Milhous, 215-348-8872 (Doylestown PA) leefmilhous@verizon.net  

Cathy O’Neill, 856-0192 (Sewell, NJ) cmo125@aol.com 

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO  856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net 

F. Anthony Thurman 856-616-2480 (Cherry Hill) fathurman@aol.com 

P A G E  1 2  
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Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Helen C. Carrell, CAGO, SPC  

Mark A. Cole, SPC  

Charlene Cranmer, CAGO, SPC  

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Carol Louise Knisell, CAGO 

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Irina Nenartovich, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

For more information on Professional 

Certification requirements, proce-

dures, materials and deadlines, visit the 

website of AGO National Headquar-

ters:  www.agohq.org 

Our next issue will be March, 2017.   

Deadline for articles, announcements, pictures and reports will be 

Wednesday, February 22. 

Thank you, Patrons, Contributors  

     and Advertisers 

Contributors 2016-2017 
Mark Dishong 

Guy Kirk 

Jan Staub 

Nancy Stokking-Perry 

Patrons  
Rae Ann Anderson 

John Breslin 

Helen Carrell 

Charlene Cranmer 

John Dow 

Ruth Fink 

Robert Gardner 

Gail Gassaway 

Ethel Geist 

Renee Hatzold 

Rob Hobgood 

Evelyn Larter 

Robert Mead 

Stephen Obarski 

Marilyn Rabbai 

David Rhody 

Richard Sakowski 

Robert Scara 

AGO CERTIFIED MEMBERS  
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low-key movie night to March’s recital by 

well-known artist, Chelsea Chen), that 

there really is something for everyone.  

And don’t just invite chapter members – 

please feel free to non chapter members as 

well – you are the best publicity we have 

for the chapter!!! 

In light of that, please look ahead to the 

rest of the Spring calendar.  As mentioned, 

Chelsea Chen will give a recital and master-

class at First United Methodist Church, 

Moorestown.  Our annual members’ recital 

occurs in April followed by a trip in May to 

see the ever improving instruments housed 

at the Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City.  You 

can definitely find something to come to 

and invite one or two people! 

Dean’s Message, 
continued from page 1 

Sforzando is the official publication of the SouthWest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  The AGO is a 

multi-denominational, non-profit organization chartered by the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New 

York in 1896. 

EDITOR & PUBLISHER:  Marilyn Rabbai,  mwrabbai@verizon.net 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER:  Joe Routon 

REFERRAL & POSITIONS AVAILABLE COORDINATOR:  Peter Homon, lapajar@yahoo.com, 856-665-0149 

PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COORDINATOR:  David Rhody, drhody1@comcast.net; (856)795-6735 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

DEAN:  Rob Hobgood, rbhobgood@gmail.com  

SUB-DEAN:  David Rhody, drhody1@comcast.net; (856)795-6735 

   TREASURER/REGISTRAR:  Gail Gassaway, cloaked17@verizon.net 

SECRETARY:  Cathy O’Neill,  cmo125@aol.com 

WEBSITE:  www.agohq.org/chapters/southwestjersey 

Above:  The dome of Della Rovere Chapel from the Basilica Santa Maria del Popolo in 

Rome.  Left:  Interior view of the Pantheon.  Photos by Marilyn Rabbai 

mailto:drhody1@comcast.net
mailto:cloaked17@verizon.net

